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WASHINGTON — The 
President's own youth ad- 
viser quit today, charging 
that President Nixon and 
his advisers have sanc- 
tioned 4 The most vicious 
tactics” against political 
dissenters. 

Hours earlier, a letter to 
the President from Interior 
Secretary Walter Hiekel sug- 
g e s t i n g the administration 
has shown a lack of concern 
for, young people had been 
made public and then Nixon 
appointee Anthony J. Moffett 
resigned as director of the 
Office of Students and Youth. 

Hiekel, who said he had 
. composed the letter for Nix- 
on’s eyes only, wrote that ad- 
ministration policies appear 
4 ‘to lack concern for the atti- 
tude of a great mass- of 
Americans — our young peo- 
ple.” 

Agnew Hit 

He politely suggested that 
Vice President Agnew lower 
his voice on the subject of 
student dissent. 

“A continued attack on the 
young — not in their atti- 
tudes so much as their mo- 
tives — can serve little pur- 
pose other than further to ce- 
ment those attitudes to a sol- 
idity impossible to penetrate 
with reason,” Hiekel wrote. 

Moffett, whose rumored 
resignation became official 
today with a strongly worded 
statement on the administra- 
tion’s attitudes toward youth, 
was less diplomatic. 

Nixon, Moffett said in a 
statement, 4 ‘has shown that 
he does not understand 
young people, nor does he 
wish to communicate with 
them,” 

Nixon ‘Bums’ 

He decried the President’s 
characterization of rioting 
students as “bums” and his 
statement That the death of 
four Kent State University 
students by National Guard 
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bullets should “remind us 
once again that when dissent 
turns to violence it invites 
tragedy.” 

“A tone has been set by 
this administration that has 
tended to increase polariza- 
tion,” Moffett said. “The in- 
flammatory rhetoric in the 
air by administration offi- 
cials did not help the situa- 
tion there (Kent State).” * • 

Moffett continued: 

“As recently as March 31, 
1970, the President, in a 
: memorandum for heads of 
executive departments and 
agencies stated: 

;■ “ ‘How well we communi- 
cate with youth and seek the 
advantage of their abilities 
will influence our effective- 
ness in meeting our responsi- 
bilities.’ 

“Through his irresponsible 
statements of the part week 
— the labeling of student 
protesters as ‘bums, 5 the at- 
tempt to blame the Kent 
State tragedy on violent dis- 
sent — the President has ex- 
posed the above statement as 
mere rhetoric. 

“He has demonstrated that 
he does not understand 
young people, and that he 
does not wish to communi- 
cate with them. 

"And students across the 


Nixon’s OM 
College 
Protests 

WHITTIER - AP) - 
Student body president 
Steve Kramer of Whittier 
College, a Quaker-founded 
school from which Presi- 
dent Nixon was graduated 
in 1934, says of the chief 
executive: 

“He represents the sys- 
tem; he’s the head of the 
system that’s killing young 
men in Vietnam, Cambodia 
and now Kent State Uni- 
versity.” 

Kramer spoke yesterday 
as about 500 Whittier Col- 
lege students and faculty 
members participated i n 
all-day protest rallies. Offi- 
cials said about 60 percent 
of the 2140 students stayed 
away from classes. 


country are saying ‘enough, 
enough’ to Ms short-sighted 
policies. I support their non- 
violent protest and can no 
longer continue to serve in 
an administration which 
seeks to discredit it.” 

At a news conference to- 
day, Moffett said his decision 
to resign was “based on what 
I fear is a very dangerous at- 
titude in our country.” 

“The recent remarks by 
the President concerning stu- 
d e n t demonstrators were 
most instrumental in my de- 
cision,” Moffett said. 

“For they confirmed what 
thousands of students have 
believed or suspected for 
some time: Namely, that the 
President and Ms most trust- 
ed advisers do not view 
waives as leaders of all 
they 


Moffett had Mgh praise for 
HEW Secretary Robert H. 
Finch and U.S. Commission- 
er of Education James E. Al- 
len, Ms immediate boss. 

Moffett said he had talked 
to Finch tMs morning and 
sensed “as I sensed before 
that he is very, very trou- 
bled, indeed, about what he 
is goingtodo.” 

There are 11 other mem- 
bers of the student liaison 
staff directed by Moffett. 
There were reports others 
also planned to quit but Mof- 
fett said he was the only one 
resigning at tMs time. 

Hiekel pleaded with Nixon 
to solicitt he views of indivd- 
ual cabnet members on the 


‘current campus crisis and 
suggested consultations with 
college officials. 

U.S. History 

Hickel, the father of six 
children, compared today’s 
events with the American 
Revolution and the Depres- 
sion, and added: 

“Today our young people, 
or at least a vast segment of 
them, believe they have no 
opportunity to communicate 
with government, regardless 
of administration, other than 
through violent confronta- 
tion. But I am convinced we 
— and they — have the ca- 
pacity, if we will have the 
willingness, to learn from 
history.” 

During the revolution, he 


continued, the protests of 
Patrick Henry and Thomas 
Jefferson “fell on deaf ears, 
and finally led to war.” 

In the Depression “our 
youth lost their ability to 
communicate with the Re- 
publican party. What is hap- 
pening today is not unrelated 
to what happened in the ’30s. 
Now being unable to commu- 
nicate with either party, they 
are apparently heading down 
the road to anarchy. 

“And regardless of how I, 
or any American, might feel 
individually, we have an obli- 
gation as leaders to commu- 
nicate with our youth and lis- 
ten to their ideas and prob- 
LEMS“ 

At the White House today, 


press secretary Ronald L. 
Ziegler was asked whether 
Nixon had read Hickel’ s let- 
ter. 

“Indeed he has,” was the 
reply. 

Asked whether Nixon had 
requested that Agnew “lower 
his voice,” Ziegler said he 
had not talked to the Presi- 
dent about it and “I am just 
not in a position to take that 
question.” 

Moffett was named head of 
the office of Students and 
Youth in the Office of Educa- 
tion when the post was creat- 
ed last fall. His job was to 
lobby for youth causes and to 
provide better communica- 
tion with students in high 
school and college. 


His office did not make pol- 
icy but was supposed to help . 
student groups find govern- 
ment money for projects. 

Moffett, a native of Suf- 
field, Conn., said he made his 
decision to quit after the 
President’s move into Cam- 
bodia, and after Nixon’s 
statement calling student 
protesters “bumg.” 

“We’re In a very tough 
position now in this coutry 
and the polarization, if it con- 
tinues, is going to become 
i even more dangerous than 
any of us have imagined,” he 
said. 

“What we need is some 
courage on the part of every- 
one to begin to solve these 


problems. I am somewhat 
skeptical about the leader- 
ship of this administration 
giving us that courage ...” 

Commenting on H i c k e l’s 
letter and Moffett’s state- 
ment, David. Hawk, a former 
coordinator of the Vietnam 
Moratorium Committee who 
is now active in the National 
Student Association’s strike, 
said: 

“The President doesn’t lis- 
ten to anyone.” 

Hickel, Hawk said, “is ab- 
solutely right that the Presi- 
dent’s actions in Vietnam 
and Cambodia and his state- 
ments and those of the vice 
president are alienating stu- 
dents. They’re alienating 
parents, too.” 


